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Ghe Sguare Chronicle. 


No. 4. NOVEMBER, 1913. 


EDITORIAL. 


The months since the production of our last number have 
flitted by all too quickly for a much-occupied editor, but we 
now have pleasure in making our bow to an enlarged circle 
of readers, and in commencing what is for the Magazine a 
second year, we welcome the newcomers to the School of 
Pharmacy, and cordially invite them to forward contributions 
of prose or verse before the end of next January for publica- 
tion in the February number; they may rest assured that all 
matter sent in will receive sympathetic treatment. 


All of us at times have beautiful and improving thoughts, 
but unless they are set on paper at the time to be circulated 
afterwards amongst our friends they must fail to have any 
stimulating or lasting effect; in fact we may even forget them 
ourselves, therefore the practice of writing is one that should 
at all times be encouraged. 


Much of our knowledge of early times is due to songs 
composed and sung by the bards of the period, afterwards 
handed down from one century to another; and we can picture 
some student, up at the Square in 2013, fingering a copy of 
the “‘ Square Chronicle,’’ yellow with age, and learning how 
Mr. Jinks won the Pereira Medal in 1913, or how a year later 
Riese Ouare = tecained the . Cup.” One must: think of 
posterity. 

Lest it be thought that ours is an entirely frivolous pro- 
duction, let us say once and for all that we are quite prepared 
to straighten our features occasionally, and consider serious 
subjects: the more varied our contents page the more shall 
we feel that we are doing useful work in considering the aims 
and aspirations of our members. 


As our Magazine is produced but three times a year we 
are unable to imitate the evening papers, which publish news 
one day merely to contradict themselves the next; most of the 
items of news published in the ‘‘ Chronicle ’’ have had to stand 
the confirmation of Time before they are ever printed, which 
fact has its advantages as well as its obvious disadvantages. 


With this prelude we may say that when our last number 
was in the press great changes were taking place at the 
“Square.’’ Mr. Bremridge after so many years of distin- 
euished service to the Pharmaceutical Society resigned his 
position, and as there can be scarcely any of our members who 
have not had experience at one time or another of his tact, 
and the friendly sympathy, which was always at the service 
of any student, we shall all wish him the best of health to 
enjoy his well-earned retirement. In his place we have gained 
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another friend in Mr. W. J. Uglow Woolcock, who, as a past= 
student of the School of Pharmacy, and one of the earliest 
members of our Association, will have our best wishes in his 
honoured position. His appointment was received with 
universal approval throughout the country, which is a wonder- 
ful testimony to his ability. 

The congratulations of our Association are also offered 


to Mr. Edmund White, who by his election as President of 
the Pharmaceutical Society becomes doubly our President. 
Mr. White contributed largely to the success of our second 
annual concert by his genial chairmanship, and under his 
presidency we look forward to a session of real and.i increasing 
usefulness. 

* * * 


THE SECRETARY’S PAGE. 


‘Who lives in Lambeth Palace?’’ This question was 
asked by.a lady visitor to the jubilee meeting of the B.P.C. 
whilst on the terrace of the House of Commons. 


The steward in charge was uncertain whether he should 
reply The Archbishop of Canterbury, or The Bishop of 
London, he appealed to his fellow-stewards, and the voting 
being about equal reference had to be made to a Government 
Official to settle the ao 


It was an amusing incident and doubtless there were 
many more such during the week, but I have worked this 
little story into these notes in order to afford an opening for 
referring to the B.P.C.-Conference, and I particularly wish to 
mention this great meeting again because I think we, as an 
Association, suould gain valuable information, and encourage- 
ment, by studying carefully the methods employed by the 
organisers, and the results achieved by their efforts. ; 


We are told that between 700 and 800 chemists and their 
friends attended the Guildhall reception, and that “‘ never 
before in this country has there been such a gathering of 
pharmacists,’’ whilst throughout the entire week everyone was 
happy and contented, and the visitors fairly showered thanks 
and praise on the local committee. | : 


Herein lies a moral which it seems to me should be of the 
greatest possible value to the members of our Association, 
especially the committee, when called upon to decide matters 
concerning the ‘‘policy’’ of the Association, for it has now. 
been definitely proved, despite all oft- repeated wailings to the 
contrary, that given a suitable occasion, and the promise of 
a well- organised programme on a generous scale, chemists. 
can and will combine, can and will make long journeys to 
attend, and can and will enjoy themselves and display a fitting 
spirit of goodwill and good fellowship. 
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Our Association is yet young, but we now number 234 
and are growing steadily, and as time goes on, if we protit 
by the B.P.C. Conference lesson, we shall find past students 
asking to be made members instead of waiting to be asked to 
do so, and when we come to our 25th, or 2Ist year there is 
no reason why we should not equal, if not exceed, the record 
of 700 to 800 pharmacists and friends present at a gathering» 
to celebrate a notable event. 

Our Annual Concert arranged as before to coincide with 
the opening of the ‘* Square’”’ session is I understand to be 
fully reported upon elsewhere in this issue, and I would simply 
add it is my pleasant duty to report that we sold more 
tickets than last year, that quite double the number of present 
students attended, and that it was particularly gratifying to 
the committee to see so many ladies present, and to find that 
when the balance sheet was finally drawn up it really did 
> Dalance.”’ 

The presence of Prof. Remington was a feature of the 
evening, and we are not likely to forget his interesting address, 
or the witty encounters with the Chairman, who probably 
enjoyed the contest as much as we certainly did. 

Some day perhaps I shall be able to find time to record 
a few random recollections of the meetings I attended in 
Philadelphia whilst Professor Remington was President of 
the local branch of the A.Ph.A., together with notes on other 
cities visited in the United States and Canada, which may 
prove of some interest to our members. 


Harry MARTIN. 
* * % 


ANOTHER PLAIN TALE FROM THE HILLS. 


I stood upon the Malvern Hills, 

In thought removed from drugs and pills, 
As if perchance I’d wandered far, 

For countless miles to some bright star. 


A little hand had led me on, 

Now down the vale, now high upon 

Some slope where, blowing full and free, 
The winds careered unceasingly. 


Nothing but sky and hill and plain, 
Never a thought of work again, 
Could that fair wooded town below 
Dabble in daily toil or woe? 


The golden gorse on either hand 
Flanked the steep path on which we stand :— 
Halted a sheep—his brand, ah me! 
A piping voice spells out, B.P. 

| HG, Ee 
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ENTRE NOUS. 


A special feature of this number is an article of historicak 
interest, entitled *‘ An Old Time Apprenticeship,’’ written by 
Mr. John Whitfield, of Scarborough, one of our oldest 
members. The publication of these reminiscences are 
especially appropriate from the fact that recently, on October 
2oth, Mr. and Mrs. Whitfield celebrated their golden wedding, 
when they were the recipients of a host of congratulatory 
messages from a wide circle of friends. To these, both the 
Past and Present Students of the School of Pharmacy would 
. like to add their own congratulations and best wishes. 
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Birth Notice. 

On the 13th July, at Kenilworth, Scott’s Avenue, Short- 
lands, Kent, to Mr. and Mrs. Vivian C. Hewlett, a daughter. 
* * * 

A correspondent, who is a patron of the cinema, writes 
to us complaining that although he has witnessed countless 
dramas introducing red-skins, cowboys, lawyers, policemen, 
solicitors, doctors, and comic plumbers, he has never yet seen 
a film with a strong pharmaceutical interest. We have devoted 
considerable thought to the matter, and on several occasions 
braved the genus pulex irritans in various Picture Palaces to 
gain the necessary technical knowledge, and give the result 
of these investigations on another page. 

* * * 

We have to apologise for an unsavoury ballad, entitled 
‘* Asafetida,’’ which appears on another page; our contributor 
was at work on a poem written around ‘‘ Confection of Roses,’” 
but feeling that the climatic conditions were against him has 
set it aside, to await the inspiration of Spring, substituting the 
former ballad, which he considers more appropriate to Nov- 
ember fog and gloom. The idea of the last verse is somewhat 
subtle; it is thought that in years to come the verse may be 
quoted to support the fact that in 1913 the price of Otto was 
exceptionally high, and may thus become quite an historical 
quotation. As we have already said, one must think of 
posterity. 

* * * 

Those who like to see scientific knowledge put to a 
practical use should visit. Drury Lane Theatre, where, each 
night, two up-to-date burglars, in full view of the audience, 
fuse out the lock of a safe with the oxyhydrogen flame. With 
reference to the same entertainment, can our chemical experts 
give the name of the white powder, soluble in sherry, which 
produces death in a few moments, and is not discovered by 
analysis after twenty-four hours in the human body? 


Honours. List.—Fimal “tot ALLA += 
D. J. Bartlett. Hi. V. Potter: 
H. S. Phillips. , BAS: Strovd. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Those who have not yet sent in their subscriptions for 
1913-1914 would greatly facilitate the work of the Association 
by promptly remitting the sum of 2s. 6d. to our Hon. Trea- 
eet, vir. V.-C: Hewlett, 42, Charlotte-st., E.C. 

* * % 


SCHOOL NOTES. 

It is just a year ago since I first took up the pen to put 
on record for the benefit of past students the social life of the 
present upholders of ‘‘ Square’”’ traditions. Although it may 
appear that the record of one year is very much like the 
record of another, differing merely by a change of names, yet 
I venture to think that those who have a real interest in their 
““Alma Mater’’ can read between the lines, and catch some- 
thing of that living interest which is always associated with 
school or college life. ; 

Every year new faces appear in the lecture theatre, new 
personalities occupy the cosy corners of the common-room. 
absorb chemistry, and, while gazing upon photographs of 
their predecessors, gain something of the spirit of their 
school. 

They do their level best to keep up the best traditions of 
their School, and when finally they are scattered to the four 
corners of the world will, we hope, carry that spirit with - 
them, retaining an atfectionate remembrance of their school 
days. 

This year promises to be no exception to the rule. With 
a full school, and a full team, we hope to bear down all opposi- 
tion both in the examination room and on the football field. 

A hearty welcome, therefore, to all new students, and best 
wishes for a truly “‘ Square’”’ time, and ultimate success at 


the end of the Session. 
* * x 


THE STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Tue InauGuRAL ADDRESS was delivered by Mr. Gamble 
on Friday, Nov. 8th, Professor Greenish being in the chair. 
The meeting was well attended, and after the minutes had 
been read Mr. Gamble, who received a hearty reception, 
commenced by pointing out that the academical course was 
to familiarise the students with drugs and the method of their 
study, nor merely for examination purposes; further, that 
Pnarmacy touched upon so many sciences that all should 
find something to attract them, and should develop that subject 
for the benefit of the craft. 

The lecturer referred to what had already been done, and 
compared the ancient and modern methods of introducing 
drugs, pointing out that in earlv times drugs came into use 
by chance, and virtues real and fancied were applied to them. 
For instance, Ipecacuanha was found to be an emetic, but it 
was left to modern research to show that, in addition, it was 
valuable in dysentry owing to the poisonous effects of 
‘“Emetin’’ on the amceba of dysentry. 


Mention was made of the synthetical additions to Matena 
Medica, which had tollowed an understanding ot the pharmaco- 
logical signincance otf certain groupings, in the case of 
specitic therapy substances were made which would actually 
kul the bacill1 in the body. 

In this interesting paper, Mr. Gamble showed how great 
was the gulf between the empirical use of vegetable drugs 
founded upon tolk-lore and the modern methods of specitic 
therapy. 

Mr. Fair proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer, 
and this, being seconded by Mr. Llewellyn, was duly carried 
Witu acclamation. 

Papers for future meetings have been promised by Miss 
L. Neave, Miss M. Grimshaw, Messrs. Axon, Collen, Somer, 
Collins, Chang, Fair and Wokes. These will be delivered at 
the fortnightly meetings commencing Nov. 2Ist. 

* * * 
FOOTBALL. . 

An early start was made in getting a team into working 
order, and-up to date of writing we have played three matches, 
two of which have been won, whilst the third: was drawn, the 
goal average being 11 goals to 6. 

Last July saw an exodus of so many of last year’s team 
that we started this season with but four of the old players, 
about whom to build the new team. The practice match, 
however, showed that we have some excellent material, even 
if the number of playing members is somewhat limited. 

The defence is entirely new, with the exception of F. M. 
Simpson in goal. In the half-back line we have two excellent 
tacklers in Kirton and Bishop, whilst at left-back Williams is 
a worthy successor to-backs such as Stocks and Bray proved 
tnemselves to be last year. 

The forward line, comprising three of last year’s choice, 
has received a useful addition in the person of Weldrick, who 
shapes already as a: very capable centre; he possesses weight 
and has a good turn of speed. 

Whilst. combination promises well, work in front of goal 
is at present somewhat erratic; doubtless practice will elimi- 
nate this undesirable feature, and the team should be fully up 
to the usual ‘“‘ Square ’”’ standard. 

Before the ‘‘ Chronicle’’ is in the hands of its readers 
two League matches will have been fought, and it is hoped 
that the team will have given a good account of itself. 

The League fixtures are as follows :— 

Nov. 8 —London College—away 

5  1I5—South of England College—home 

,, .22—Westminster College—away 

Feb. 7—Westminster College—home 

,,  14—South of England College—away 
21—London Colleze—home | 

The Club play home matches on Pitch 1, Wormholt Farm, 
Shepherds Bush. 


ca 

C. E. Corfield is skippering the team, with F. E. Good- 
fellow as Vice-Captain. 5S. J. Somer is Hon. Secretary, and 
eed iampshire “Hon. Jreasurer, while Professor H. G. 
Greenish is again President of the Club. 

Supporters should note in particular the following dates, 
and turn up in record numbers to the respective functions : — 

THE FOOTBALL SMOKER will be held at the Holborn Restau- 
rant on Nov. 25th. A popular old boy in Mr. Alan Francis 
Hasecousented to fill the role of chairman, so a successful 
evening is assured. Tickets may be obtained from Mr. Crosby, 
eg Bloomsbury Sduare, price 2s. 

Tue Oxtp Boys’ Marcu has been provisionally fixed for 
March 7th, to be followed by a dinner and concert. Full 
particulars will be announced in the February number of the 
‘* Chronicle’; but the Old Boys should start training at once. 

* * * 


REPORTS OF MATCHES. 
FRIENDLIES. 

Vv. SouTH oF ENGLAND COLLEGE. Won 6—2. Played at 
Boston Park, on Oct. 11th, in torrents of rain. This was the 
first match of the season, but, in spite of this fact, the Square 
put a fairly strong team in the field. The forwards soon got 
the upper hand, and netted three goals in about ten minutes, 
quite outplaying their opponents, who rarely reached the 
vicinity of the “‘Square’’ goal. Half-time arrived with the 
score 5—0O in favour of the visitors. During the second half 
the “* South ’’ improved, scoring twice, while the Square added 
a sixth goal. 

Scorers: Llewellyn 2, Corfield 2, Weldrick 2 

v. Lonpon Co.Liece. Drawn 2—2. Played at Wormbholt 
Farm on Oct. 18th. This was a well-fought and keenly- 
contested game, both teams being very evenly matched. At 
half-time the “‘ Square’’ were two goals in arrear, this state 
of affairs being due to erratic shooting by the home forwards. 
In the second half the ‘‘ Square’’ improved in this respect, 
and managed to draw level. The defence on both sides was 
excellent, but the forward play left much to be desired. 

Scorers: Corfield and Weldrick. 

v. SoutH oF ENGLAND CoLLEGE. Won 3—2. Played on 
Nov. 1st at Wormholt Farm. With one exception the 
“Square ’”’ played their prospective League team, whilst the 
“South ’’ were out to avenge their previous defeat. The 
“ Square ’’ drew first blood, Pratt netting from a scrimmage. 
The South were then awarded a penalty, which was duly con- 
verted. Although both forward lines occasionally threatened 
danger, no further scoring took place up to half-time. Upon 
change of ends the “‘South’’ secured the lead from a free- 
kick. This reverse provided the ‘‘ Square ’’ with the necessary 
stimulus, and towards the end of the game they wore their 
opponents down and netted two further goals. 

Scorers: Pratt, Weldrick, and Lampluch. 
VW Rk. Pra 
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OUR BOTANICAL EXCURSION, 
OR | 
DOES BOTANY WANT BRIGHTENING? 


During the morning a disturbed state of affairs reigned 
in the Lab., little or no work being done or attempted. What 
was the cause of this unwonted “commotion ? A Botanical 
excursion was brewing;—After much discussion the prelimi- 
nary. arrangements had been made by the Students’ Com- 
mittee, and “the scene of operations decided upon. The choice 
fell again upon Caterham, whose sylvan glades were once 
again to ring with the melody of penny trumpets and mouth 
organs, played with a verve by ardent botanists, seeking for 
Natur al Orders witn the somewhat natural disorder occasioned 
by a superfluity of high spirits. No sinister insinuations in- 
tended. The Dean had been approached for a donation to 
the ‘‘ Bat and Ball’’ Fund, and although he very naturally 
failed to see the analogy between cricket bats and botany, 
nevertheless he balanced our list to the required amount. 

How to lay out our accumulated funds to the best interests 
of the excursionists was a momentous question, but a sub- 
committee of twenty, setting out an assortment of apparatus 
in the Lab. as a false scent, sallied forth to select a nice piece 
of willow. 

The scene in the sports’.shop baffles description, but 
eventually -..e procession reformed, headed by a guard of 
honour bearing one bat and one ball. All was now completed, 
and we re-assembled at the booking-oftice, armed to the teeth 
with instruments of musical torture. Solo and chorus en- 
-livened the journey, and arrived at Caterham, the party split 
up into homogeneous sections, and seeking sequestered nooks, 
Heard “The Pipés of Pan,” or was it mérély a oe 
comrade, giving a rhapsody on a tin whistle in some hidden 
glade of the wood? Time passed rapidly, and at 5 o’clock we 
converged on the pre-arranged bun academy, and in due 
course were amply refreshed. 

After tea came the star turn, the cricket match. Ladies 
versus Gentlemen (left-handed). The ladies further had the 
privilege of alackey torunforthem. Thus occupied in frenzied 
endeavour, two or three hours quickly sped, and the ladies 
having left us, we turned our attention to astronomy, which 
was of so engrossing a nature that although some of the more 
fortunate caught the last train home, the. rest turned up next 
morning late for lecture. 

As for the plants, we saw dog daisies and thistles and 
things from the train windows: but it is awful to think that 
some misguided youth bore a huge tin can about with him — 
in the sweltering sun, filline it with vegetable rubbish, which 
he carried home to browse upon in the: dewy eve of a momen- 
tous day. Alas! for the frailties of human nature. 


DvuORTESSE. 
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AN OLD TIME APPRENTICESHIP. 


Always fond of books I had chosen to be a bookseller and 
accordingly should have lett school at the age of 14, in the 
year 1852; but my fate was not thus, owing to the fact that 
I had found some books on chemistry in the library of our 
Mechanics’ Institute, which led to an outlay of twopence in 
Sulphuric Acid; with this and the back yard as my laboratory, 
I produced Sulphates of Iron and Copper, Hydrogen Gas and 
an explosion, at the same time deciding that I would be a 
chemist. A difficulty arose from the fact that my education 
had not included the Classics and I knew no Latin; but a way 
had to be found so [I went to school another year which was 
largely devoted to making good the deficiency. I worked hard 
delving away at Cesar and reading through the 1851 Latin 
-Pharmacopceia at school, but it is needless to say Latin has 
mever been my strong point, and I would rather be examined 
on the said Latin Pharmacopceia and “ selecta e prescriptis ”’ 
than as to my knowledge of ‘‘ Cesar.’’ 

Negotiations ensued and on the basis of a payment of £60 
as premium I became indentured to a York chemist for a 
period of five years. 


I distinctly recollect tying on my apron and starting work. 
My memories of that five years are not pleasant—kept indoors 
night and day, only out on Sundays; no chemistry to speak 
of and but little pharmacy, though I was taught to use a 
percolator—the business was mainly agricultural and my chief 
employment the making ready of horse balls and cow drinks 
for sale on Saturday, the market day. 


Such a surfeit did I have of this work that I have ever 
since avowed my absolute ignorance of veterinary pharmacy. 
We were noted especially for two varieties of ‘* Cow Drinks ’”’ 
supposed to be quite different and labelled respectively for 
*‘Felon,’’ whatever that may be I never knew, and * Milk . 
Fever,’’ the ingredients alike in both were 1 lb. Mag. Sulph., 
I oz. Sulphur and 3 oz. Cape Aloes, with a little oil of Juniper 
coloured in one case with Venetian Red and the other with 
Lamp Black. My duty was to mix these on a big wooden 
tray, about 4 cwt. at a time, add the distinctive pigment, 
sprinkle with a watering can, intimately rub together with my 
hands and mould while damp in a wooden mould; the finished 
article was hard as a brick. 


I was very familiar with gourds of Barbadoes Aloes and 
regularly boiled up a small caskful of material for Physic 
Ball. While out of the same cask came the mass for our 
Pevamily Pills.”’ ; 


We had a series of big copper saucer-shaped pans which 
fitted over a special furnace in the back kitchen, and it was 
an art not easily acquired to stir properly with a long wooden 
shovel-shaped spatula; these various delectable concoctions 
included arsenical sheep dipping, but one mess of this sort 
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I had to mix with my hands into a paste without heat. I re- 
member it included 6 lbs. of arsenic, with sulphur, soft soap, 
_hellebore powder, etc. 

I can hardly imagine an apprentice now-a- days rolling up 
his shirt sleeves to tackle the. job. 

Rather oddly we had an order once or twice a year for a 
tin pail full of Conf. Sennae from a customer in Devonshire. 
This was an agreeable diversion, first boiling the prunes and 
rubbing through a wire sieve to separate the stones, then a 
hair sieve for the skins, a bit tedious but we were proud of 
the finished product. 


We had a big iron mortar on a pedestal standing by the 
street door of the shop and I had to powder all the drugs. 
Gamboge made a distinct impression! To use the various 
drum sieves in a proper tune on the edge of the said mortar 
was an art to be acquired. 


There was also in a cellar a big marble mortar in which 
I had to powder batches of Cape Aloes, Saltpetre, etc. in 
quantity. 


One good customer had a gallon of neatsfoot oil weekly, 
for this | obtained 1 lb. of lard from next door, melted and 
added Colza Oil q.s. My Latin Pharmacopceia is much 
interlined with notes of our improvements on-its formule, 
so it will easily be realised I have had much to unlearn, though 
I have never been sorry that I can wash windows and use a 
broom effectively. 


Except a limited number of our own specialities, we 
stocked no ‘* Patent Medicines,’’ but obtained as required 
from Burdekins a neighbouring bookseller, who largely 
monopolised this branch; Homoepathic medicines were sold 
by another bookseller. Incidentally I may mention that 
Glycerine was not then a common item; we had a four-ounce 
bottle of it as a curiosity but never sold any. Prescriptions: 
were rare, and at the end of my five years I left a series of 
vegetable extracts in practically the same condition as I found 
them. 

Being of an experimental turn I remember one November 
trying my hand at fireworks; a rocket was my ambition; having 
made it I found my way to a big yard behind a hostelry in 
““Pavement,’’ placed it in position alongside a beer cask and 
applied a match, to my mixed delight and consternation it 
went off! So did I. 


We took up photography, not then an easy matter, having 
to make our own guncotton and collodion for the glass posi- 
tive process; but we were delighted with the results and the 
art has never since lost its charm to me. 


I distinctly remember the looked-for visits of the repre- 
sentative of the House of.“ Maw,- at sthatesme wy: 
Thompson, who later on became a partner, his personality 
was attractive and dignified. 
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My employer’s wife was sister to Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, 
who later on made his mark in the shipping world and became 
M.P. for Derby; but at that time Mr. Plimsoll was simply a 
@ierk< in) a brewery at Sheffield, and. on his’ visits to. York 
shared the bedroom otf the apprentice lad. 

I note in my cash account of the period a monthly pay- 
ment of a shilling for the Pharmaceutical Journal, so my 
_ subscription started early; but the Society made a bad bargain 
when a little later it accepted five pounds for life membership. 

On the completion of apprenticeship two friends and my- 
self obtained the consent of our relatives to study for the 
medical profession. The two did this; but with a poorer 
opinion of my ability I decided to still wear an apron and I 
have never regretted it, as a fuller experience of legitimate 
Pharmacy in Brighton and London, with a most delightful 
time as a successful student at Bloomsbury Square, gave me 
Hie needed confidence. It has ever since been my aim to 
maintain the Bloomsbury standard, and I now look back over 
a full fifty years with pleasure and great thankfulness. 


pow 


* * * 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Abraham, T. F., 87, Bold-st., Liverpool. 

~ Booth, ome Rainow, Nantv wither, Crewe. 

Browne, ap SOE ed tl ee Government Laboratory, Hong 
Kong. 

Higeens, D. A., 61, Charlotte-st., London, W. 

Mackie, H. B., “ Sunnybank,’’ Magdala-rd., Cosham, Hants. 

Maughan, Miss D., 6, Eton-rd., S. Hampstead, N.W. 

Bead: ‘Miss G. N. (ORS Deka Mount, Darlington. 

Sherry, A. R. P. London Hospital, Whitechapel-rd., Ee 

Procks, tl. RR. 8o, Gloucester-rd., S. Kensington, S.W. 

Williams, W. ek Post Office, Bala, N. Wiles. 

Wroru,. VW. H. oe Hish-st:, Budleigh Salterton, Devon. 

Wyatt, W., 195, Withington-rd., Manchester. 


* * oi: 


NEW ADDRESSES. 


Atkinson, F. L., 3, Montholm-rd., Wandsworth, 5.W. 
maraiey. | L., Woodside, Lindrick Common, near Worksop. 
Finnemore, Mrs., High Leason, Heathhurst-rd, S. Croydon. 
Patvey, fy f., 151, Coventry-rd., Ilford. 

Dee bl ©)-, Durham Chambers, Pelham-st., Nottingham. 
Read, H. M:. Waltaire, Newlay Wood, near Leeds. 
Ridges, Peele 10, Albert-rd., Canterbury. 

Robinson, R. A., Hermon-hill, Snaresbrook, N.E. 
Smit. S., ae Institut der Universitat, Kiel. 

Wallis, T. res, Ovivan-rd,, : Exeter. 
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A PHARMACEUTICAL FILM. 


Clarence Greatheart, a major man, poor but honest, is 
enamoured of his employer’s daughter, who is called through 
no fault of her own, Eugenette Boniface; the feeling is re- 
ciprocated, but Mr. Boniface having accumulated great wealth 
from Insurance dispensing does not approve of the match, 
wishing her instead to bestow her affections upon Percy 
Penstemons, another assistant, whose father has a large cattle 
ranch in New Zealand; at least Percy says so, and Mr. 
Boniface has a trusting disposition. 


It is as well perhaps to say here before going further that 
none of the names above appear on the register; at this early 
stage of our Association’s growth we cannot afford the luxury 
of a libel action. 


When the film commences, we see Mr. and Mrs. Boniface 
laying down the law to Eugenette in the drawing room above 
the pharmacy. ‘‘ There must be an end to the understanding 
with Clarence. Percy’s advances must be welcomed.’’ 
Eugenette bursts into tears, slowly walks towards the foot- 
lights, exhibiting a tear-stained face, warranted to gain the 
sympathy of the most callous brute, and makes her - exit. 
Since nothing is withheld from the inquisitive eyes of a cinema 
audience we follow her to her boudoir, where we see her 
writing an affecting little note to Clarence, which is promptly 
flashed on the screen. ‘*‘ Mother and father wish me to marry 
Mr. Penstemons, but I never will—to-morrow I am to be sent 
away for three months to stop with Aunt Maria, but I will be 
faithful to the end» FEugenette.’’ 


Eugenette puts on-her hat and gloves, takes the note 
sealed up in an envelope, and descends to the pharmacy; 
arrived there, Henry the errand boy is sent to fetch out her 
bicycle, and while Henry is away we watch the note trans- 
ferred to Clarence, while Percy in the background making 
triple valerianate pills which we fortunately cannot smell, 
watches with jealous eyes the interchange of confidences. 
The bicycle arrives, Clarence wheels it outside, Eugenette 
follows, mounts and rides away. Clarence returns, reads the 
note again, and presses it to his lips, watched furtively by 
Percy, 

A customer enters, Clarence hurries forward, the note 
being left on the dispensing counter. Percy hidden by the 
dispensing screen immediately picks up the note which he 
reads, at once making horrible grimaces and clutching at his 
collar with botn hands as though he is choking; this portrays 
jealous fury. Clarence returns, and Percy goes back to his 
valerian pills. A hospital nurse then enters the pharmacy, 
and Clarence again hurries forward to attend to her wants, a 
paper is handed across. the counter, which our hero reads; 
the matter is then flashed on the screen. It turns out to be 
a prescription anglicised as follows :—— 


af 


For Brian McGillicuddy, Esq. 
The Eagle’s Nest, 
Highgate. 
Solution of Morphia: 1 ounce. 
Syrup of Orange: 4 ounce. 
Chloroform water sufficient to make 8 ounces. 
Take an eight part every 4 hours if necessary. 


The nurse is requested to seat herself, and we follow 
Clarence as he returns to the dispensing counter to compound 
the mixture, watching him as he takes down the bottles, 
measuring -..e quantities correctly; tne mixture is filled up 
from the chlorotorm water barrel and corked, when another 
customer enters, and Clarence again goes forward leaving the 
‘unlabelled bottle on the counter. 

We then see Percy creep forward, and with fiendish craft 
mix up quickiy a second bottle of medicine, substituting an 
ounce of solution of strychnine for the ounce of solution of 
morphia, placing the two stock bottles side by side in the 
poison cupboard, with the idea of making it plain that Clarence 
has carelessly used one for the other. He removes the first 
bottle, leaving the bottle with the poisonous dose in its place. 
This part would no doubt be done in a green light and Percy’s 
face much magnified would appear on the screen as he 
measures out the ounce of strychnine solution in order to 
show better the look of malignant cruelty lurking in his 
features. 

Unsuspecting Clarence returns, having disposed of his 
customer, and. finishes off the mixture, which he at once hands 
to the nurse, who departs in her patient’s powerful Napier 
motor car. It is now Percy’s tea time, he takes his hat and 
we follow him as he pursues his way down the street to his 
abode. Preoccupied with his desperate deed, he steps across 
the road without looking wnere he is going, and is promptly 
knocked down by a motor car, which passes over him. This 
part of the film wlll be done with a dummy figure, as Percy 
will probably be wanted next day to play the part of Bill, 
the bold bad broncho buster in the stirring drama, “‘ The Tr ail 
of the Gruesome Greaser.”’ 

Eugenette, returning home on her bicycle, sees the 
accident, and filled with womanly sympathy, forgetting her 
previous animosity, rushes to his help. Percy recognises her 
and feeling that he has not behaved in a strictly eentlemanly 
way, Banfesses his dreadful act, and is then tihecled off on a 
police ambulance. 

Not a moment must be lost, the patient must be warned 
ere it is too late. 

Eugenette dashes on her bicycle to the nearest call office, 
the girl at the exchange is providentially awake, and 
Eugenette, with great gesticulations, which are of course lost 
on ‘Clarence, lio is at the other end of the line, telephones 
the terrible news to the pharmacy. We see Clarence receive 
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the call, and watch his face as he receives the tragic news; 
but a cinema actor has to earn his money by the sweat of his. 
brow, he must act at once. Mr. Boniface is called down, and 
acquainted with the position; Mr. Boniface collapses and has 
to be revived with old brandy kept in the pharmacy for 
emergencies. He begs Clarence to save the business from 
ruin by taking the warning before it is too late. The customer 
lives at the Eagle’s Nest, Highgate, some miles away and is 
not on the telephone, being an eccentric millionaire, who 
likes a quiet life. Clarence seizes the shop bicycle, and dashes 
furiously down the High Street, to the manifest annoyance 
of a policeman on point duty; 200 yards further on his front 
tyre is punctured, he jumps off, drops the bicycle, and runs 
on, he sees a milk cart outside a house, the driver being en- 
gaged in unprofitable converse with the housemaid; Clarence 
jumps into the cart, seizes the reins, whips up the horse, and 
disappears down the road, the milkman, breaking off his con- 
versation in a most interesting part, pursues the runaway on 
foot. . 

A mounted policeman on patrol duty, meeting the milk 
cart, which owing to the furious pace at which it is being 
driven is shedding milk cans down the street, to the obvious 
delight of small boys, turns his horse and gallops off in pursuit, 
soon overtaking Clarence, and bringing the express milk 
delivery to a standstill. The policeman naturally wishes to 
know all about it, and dismounts to take copious notes. 
Clarence, with a ju-jitsu grasp, overturns the massive con- 
stable, leaps on the riderless horse, and gallops down the 
road, the orchestra at this point breaking out into ‘ The 
Galloping Major.”’ 

Clarence arrives at one of the Highgate ponds. It would 
of course be quicker to ride round it, but it looks far more 
effective to drive the horse into the water and swim for the 
other side. 


Arrived at the other side, the horse, unused to such treat- 
ment, founders, like Dick Turpin’s Black Bess. Is Clarence 
disheartened? Not a bit of it. He sees an airship in the 
distance, and not far off a troop of Boy Scouts are carrying 
out evolutions under the direction of the local curate. Clarence 
begs their help which is promptly given. Signaller Smith, 
aged ten. promptly signals by flag to the airship: ‘‘ Descend 
and pick up passenger, urgent.”’ 


The message is understood, and the airship approaches, 
proving to be the Bovril airship out on an advertising cruise. 
This part of the film should be very profitable to the producer. 
A rope is seen to be trailing from the car as the airship de- 
scends until with a spring Clarence clutches the rope and com- 
mences his perilous climb up to the car, which after some 
moments of breathless suspense he succeeds in doing, the 
troop of Boy Scouts cheering madly and waving their slouch 
hats on the end of their poles. 
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We now see the roof-top of Eagle’s Nest, Highgate Hill, 
a black cat is washing himself near a chimney in the fore- 
ground, the Bovril airship looms in sight, and we see Clarence 
climb. out of the car and descend the trailing rope. As the 
airship passes over the house, Clarence drops on to the roof, 
and promptly dives down the aforesaid chimney, taking his 
_ chance of there being a fire below, or the opening blocked up 
bv a gas stove. 


ine film changes, and we see the invalid’s room, the 
nurse enters, sees that her patient is awake, goes to the 
mantelpiece, unwraps the bottle of medicine, measures out a 
dose, and is about to administer it when Clarence arrives, 
Santa Claus like, on the hearth rug, a trifle sooty and dis- 
hevelled, but full of vim, and knocks the glass out of nurse’s 
hand without so much as “‘ by your leave.’’ 


Of course explanations follow, and Clarence is asked to 
stop to tea. 


Next day we hear that Mr. McGillicuddy has died a 
natural death, though we have a lurking suspicion in our 
own minds that the exciting events of the previous afternoon 
may have had something to do with it. Clarence receives a 
Mieewirom a solicitor who tells him that the eccentric 
Millionaire uas left him his entire fortune; Mr. and Mrs. 
Boniface and Eugenette enter, and with a ‘“* bless-you-my- 
children ’’ grouping the curtain falls. 


If the Ruffell’s Bioscope Company think anything of this 
somewhat crude sketch, we may expect to see an advertise- 
ment in the Trade Journals somewhat as follows :— 


WanTED.—Handsome young man, able to dispense, knowledge 
of ju-jitsu essential, must be able to drive like Jehu, 
ride like Tod Sloan, swim like Burgess, climb like 
Lloyd George, and descend like Consols. 

Splendid salary to a suitable man. Free insurance 
against everything, including third party risks, and 
a month’s imprisonment. 


And for a title we think the ‘* Peril of the Poisoned 
Potion’’ might serve. 
W. H. ALLEN. 


FoorsaLt.—The first League fixture was played on Satur- 
day, Nov. 8tn, at Dulwich, v. London College, the *' Square ”’ 
winning 3—1. The Captain and Vice-Captain set the team a 
good example by sharing the three goals between them, Cor- 
field scoring one and Goodfellow two. Although the Cup 1s 
still a long way off, this excellent start should give the School 
more confidence for the remaining fixtures. - 


So 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF OMAR SECUNDUS. 


Awake! for peaceful visions of the night 

By tinkling sound are rudely put to flight, 

For as I lie abed, and gently sleep, 

The shop bell wildly rings with all its might. 
* * * 


Dreaming when sombre night was in the sky, 
I heard a voice without my window cry, 
‘“ Awake, thou lazy rogue! .Dispense this script 
And let me hence before the patient die.”’ 

* * * 
Ah me! that noisy bell must be obeyed, 
Some fool desires his physic to be made, 
For though ’twould do as well to-morrow morn, 
He wants it straightway—oh, the sorry trade! 

a * * 
Ah! could I with my callous boss conspire 
To right this rotten scheme of things entire, 
Would I not make him do the extra work 
While I lay sleeping to my heart’s desire! 

* * * 


Alas! that sleep should vanish with that bell, 
Whose ringing can my youthful dreams dispel; 
So now I register the solemn vow 
To get me hence in quieter lands to dwell. 

3 * * 
Indeed, indeed, to leave I often swore, 
But when, each time I made that vow before 
My governor came in, and cheque in hand 
My resolution into pieces tore. 

i % * 
Lo! one I loved, the wisest and the best, 
Vhat strenuous work of all his vigour prest, 
Hath hied away into an easier job 
And now at night enioys unbroken rest. 

9 * * 
And I, who now am stationed in the room 
He left, and slowly pine in manhood’s bloom, 
Shall hand my notice in, and move afar 


To brighter climes—and leave my job—to whom? 
* 


* * 


Ah, weary, weary work that knows no wane, 
That cursed bell is ringing once again: 
How oft hereafter shall it loudly ring 


Through this same building—and for me in vain. 
% * * 


And when, O new assistant, thou shalt sleep 
Above this pharmacy, and have to leap 

From out thy bed on some cold winter’s night, 
Think of me snoozing peacefully—and weep. 


EPR 
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SI 
B.P. BALLADS.—No. 2. 
ASAFETIDA. 


The pharmacy smelt vile to-day, 

An alliaceous smell arose, 

It drove the customers away, 

I sniffed with my protesting nose; 

And, since I wished to know the truth, 
I sought and found a clumsy youth, 
Who stood beside a broken jar 

That once held Asafetida. 


* * * 


A pint of foetid tincture flowed. 
Dumb stood the youth, but not so dumb 
The drug, that quickly traced a road 
Across the new linoleum. 
I wished it back on Persian shore, 
Or Afghanistan’s distant hills, 
So that I never smelt it more 
In tincture or in feetid pills. 

* x % 
And though some love to split a hair, 
And argue much on how to spell 
Its name, myself, I do not care, 
A dipthong would not change its smell. 
I’ve smelt the same smell in Soho, 
Where ‘‘ Square’’ men sometimes like to go, 
The waiter there had lately dined, 
But—there—I’ll not be unrefined. 

* * * 


The boy cleaned up—though with some fuss, 
He opened door and windows wide, 
But when he later hailed a ’bus 
They would not let him sit inside. 
And though he swore he’d get a pain 
They made him sit out in the rain. 
While on the dust-heap lies the jar 
That once held Asafetida. 

* * * 

L’ Envotl. 

The pharmacy smells sweet to-night 
Of musk and artificial rose, 
Though some may say it is not right, 
It baffles any expert’s nose. 
The present price of Otto, too, 
Is far too much for me and you; 
So what else can a chemist do 
But use an artificial brew. 
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THE SECOND ANNUAL CONCERT. 


On October 3rd, a most successful Concert was held in 
the Council Chamber, Holborn Restaurant, to open the 2nd 
Session of our Association. 

Mr. Edmund White, B.Sc., F.1.C., who was accompanied 
by Mrs. White, was Chairman, and soon had the company on 
good terms with themselves. 

There was an excellent attendance, many past-students 
being drawn from the seclusion of their suburban homes by 
the prospects of meeting old colleagues, and the function 
proved a reunion in the truest sense of the word. 


Amongst the company were noticed Mr. and Mrs. 
Woolcock, Mr. and -Mrs. Neathercoat, Mr and ire 
Finnemore, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. W. Browne, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Smith, Miss Buchanan, Miss N. 
Renouf, Miss Heywood, Miss Braithwaite, Miss D. J. Bartlett, 
Professor Greenish, Professor Crossley, and Messrs. E. M. 
Holmes, W. Garsed, “A. G.:C. Paterson, H. Deane eae 
Bennett>-Adan Francis, H. R. Stocks; M.-W sen 
Moore,'L. J. Morson, W.-R.-Pratt, J. O. Braithwaten aa 
Foulkes-Jones,..C.. :H:.. Warner, C. HH. Hampshire. 
Hewlett, W. H. Allen, H. Martin; while the present students 
turned up in good force. 


The singers were all in excellent voice, and the concert 
passed off without a hitch. Miss Elsie Elton charmed all with 
a fine rendering of a haunting little song, ‘‘ Somewhere a 
voice is calling,’’ while Mr. Will Edwards scored with several 
humorous songs, one, on How to write songs,’ showing 
how easily it is done, should be of use to those intending to 
contribute to the Chronicle, and merited his encores. 


Mr. Hector Gordon was well received and showed versa- 
tility by singing one of Harry Lauder’s songs, whistling a 
solo, and retailing amusing stories. 

Mr. Robert Pitt at once proved a favourite and his fine 
baritone voice did full justice to his respective songs. 

Mr. Ernest Wellbeloved, deserved his name by giving a 
very amusing recitation of a little boy who would have done 
the most bloodthirsty deeds if he durst, but he dursn’t; while 
last, but not least, Miss Lily Fairney won the applause of all, 
“Buy my violets fair,’’ being especially well received. 

After the interval Mr. Edmund White proposed the toast 
of Professor Remington, who was on a short visit to England, 
and, in fact, was sailing for the U.S.A. in the morning. This 
toast was given musical honours, and in reply Professor 
Remington made an interesting and amusing speech; he dwelt 
particularly on the necessity of even a scientific man having 
humour, it was he said a great safeguard against nervous 
breakdown, while even in lectures he thought an occasional 
joke helped one to get on witn the students. He told the com- 
pany that the British nation borrowed the wrong things from 


America, instancing the Bunny Hug, Turkey Trot, and Rag 
ae. there was much in America that Britain might copy 
with advantage. 

The toast of the Chairman was proposed by Mr. Woolcock, 
who asked those present to drink Mr. White’s health as the 
best friend the School had ever had. This toast was given 
the heartiest of receptions, and after Mr. White’s reply, *‘ God 
Save the King,’ and the ‘“‘Square’’ anthem, concluded a 
most enjoyable evening. ; 

The greatest eredit is due to Messrs. Hewlett, Alan 
Francis, and our energetic Secretary, for their efforts to make 
the Concert the success that it undoubtedly was. 


* * * 


Re ‘THE MAJOR.” 


‘If you have passed the Minor, send us your books. We 
pay cash.’ Words similar to these are oiten to be found in 
advertisement columns which are most likely to meet the eye 
of successful Minor candidates. It may be fairly concluded 
that the advertisements are answered satisfactorily from the 
point of view of the advertisers or they would not appear. 
Coupled with the fact that it is not an uncommon occurrence 
to hear expressions of doubt on the part of young pharma- 
cists as to the wisdom of continuing study for the Major 
Examinations, a short note advancing some of the reasons why 
every pharmacist (who has the opportunity, or can make it) 
should undertake the extra study may not be out of place 
in the ‘Square Chronicle.’ 

The principal argument advanced against the optional 
course usually refers to the apparent absence of any decided 
pecuniary advantage accruing to the holder of the Society’s 
diploma. An argument which is in reality an entirely mer- 
cenary one as well as one begotten of inexperience. The 
successful Minor candidate who fails to grasp the advantage 
of advancing his knowledge of chemistry, or studying heat, 
light and electricity, or of grappling with the advanced micro- 
scopical work may be forgiven, especially if his or her only 
view of pharmaceutical business has been through the medium 
of a Cash Drug Store. 

From such a standpoint the Major syllabus may appear 
unpractical and unnecessary. That modernisation of the Major 
syllabus is required to render the advantages of taking the 
Major more obvious to every young pharmacist would. pro- 
bably be agreed to by a majority of those in a position to 
debate the point, although as the requirements stand at 
present it should not be. dificult to persuade the doubtful 
starter that not one fraction of the time expended in the 
fulfilment of them need be wasted, and that such training 
need not prevent the ultimate practice of pharmacy in a 
modern commercia! spirit as well as a scientific one. 
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The knowledge gained by the pharmaceutical chemist 
gives an excellent foundation upon which to specialise in 
various kinds of work which is required to an increasing 
degree by the medical profession. ~ 


The Major syllabus would be of greater practical value 
if the following requirements were added:—Elementary 
Bacteriology, including the classification and recognition of 
the principal types of bacteria, the principles and methods of 
sterilisation, a theoretical knowledge concerning the prepara- 
tion of vaccines—in fact, a sufficient knowledge of the subject 
to enable the pharmacist to handle, dilute and dispense stock 
vaccines and serums in an orthodox manner. 


Urine analysis, qualitative and quantative, and the micro- 
scopic examination of urinary deposits could also be under- 
taken easily and more rapidly grasped by the Major student 
than if left until later days when time for study is usually 
more difficult to obtain. The study of light is also of value 
for optical work. Reference has already been made to a 
certain fact, and it will bear repetition because there are so 
many individuals connected with the business and the art of 
pharmacy who really believe that the expenditure of a few 
years in studying the scientific side of the business must 
necessarily unfit the student for practical commerce. The 
writer is convinced that the contrary should be the rule, and 
the man who is adequately equipped with useful scientific 
knowledge has a weapon which can be most powerful if 
subsequently used in conjunction with modern commercial 
methods. Business and science run closer year by year, and 
the young pharmacist of to-day who neglects any possible 
opportunity of passing the Major is throwing away the possi- 
bility of obtaining a most valuable asset. 
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All communications concerning this magazine should be addressed, 


W. H. Allen, Editor, ‘‘ Square Chronicle,’’ 20 High Road, Kilburn, N.W. — 
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